
The Oxford Student | Friday 15th January 2016 26Fashion

January 
Brights
Photographer: Xixi Yu
Models:
Alexandra Murray Luo &
Xuemei Zhang
Styling: Alexandra Murray Luo 
& Alice Townson



The Oxford Student | Friday 15th January 2016 27Fashion



For many of us, the New Year is a 
time to reflect on the previous one 
and make some changes in the hope 
that, if we stick to them, they will help 
us to enjoy a better year ahead. Fash-
ion resolutions can appear trickier to 
achieve, perhaps because they don’t 
receive the same media attention as 
the more common variants like a new 
gym membership or clean eating that 
become almost impossible to avoid as 
January progresses. OxStu Fashion is 
here to help you out with your New 
Year fashion goals in this shortlist of 
resolutions and how to achieve them.

1‘Wear what I want!’ 
With a plethora of fashion maga-
zines churning out advice on how to 
be ‘on trend’ and regular reports from 
Paris, New York and London fashion 
weeks about the latest looks, it’s easy 
be hooked by the latest micro trends. 
Your own personal style, along with a 
sizeable chunk of your bank balance 
can get lost as you try to keep up. 
Many people find that their ward-
robe is often full of too many clothes 
that were bought to fulfill a desire to 

be ‘on trend,’ rather than because they 
actually liked them. As well as being a 
waste of money, this won’t make you 
happy. As Yves Saint Laurent said 
‘fashions fade, style is eternal’. People 
that look confident and comfortable 
in what they are wearing tend to ooze 
a natural sense of style. Those who are 
wearing something simply because 
they’ve read that it’s on trend tend to 
look and feel awkward and uncom-
fortable. There is no easy way to end 
this cycle, but it comes down to mak-
ing sure you are buying clothing for 
the right reasons and building up a 
personal style confidence from there.

2       Make ethical style choices
You talk about your opposition to 
animal cruelty and the exploitation of 
child labour, but when you spot a bar-
gain on the rack all morals go out the 
window as you rush to the till to cash 
in on that endorphin-fuelled rush 
that only finding a killer sale reduc-
tion can induce. You leave the shop 
feeling content and quash down any 
niggling worries about where your 
new buy came from or what cruel 
practices you may have been implic-
itly endorsing half-way across the 
world, because what you don’t know, 
can’t hurt you, right? 

If this sounds like you, and you want 
to rid yourself of those niggling wor-
ries, making ethical choices has never 
been easier. The Internet is practically 
bursting with websites clambering to 
help you, such as PETA’s search en-
gine of cruelty-free products. Simple 
things such as reading the label of 
clothing can give you information 
such as where the product was made, 
which can help you make a well-
informed buying choice. In terms 
of helping the environment, buying 
less stuff in general, or trying to buy 
second-hand can help reduce your 
carbon footprint. Mend or custom-
ize your clothes before you throw 
them away, or give them to a char-
ity shop if you no longer want them. 

3  Inject some colour into your 
style

Many people find themselves unin-
tentionally wearing a largely neutral 
palette of clothes and makeup. Neu-
tral clothes and makeup often seem 
more attractive and better value for 
money because they go with more, 
therefore they will be worn more and 
‘earn their keep’. However, a ward-
robe full of neutrals can sometimes 
feel a bit drab, especially when already 
surrounded by a distinctly lacklustre 
palette of grey during the dull win-
ter months ahead of us. If you feel 
intimidated by colour, inject some 
brightness to your wardrobe with 
a bag, belt, or lipstick, before taking 
the plunge to other garments, like the 
bright orange jacket sported by Xue-
mei in our shoot this week. Don’t feel 
restricted by rules of what colours can 
and cannot be worn together – clash-
ing, especially against a neutral back-
ground, brings excitement to an outfit. 

Whenever I leave my damp student 
house for the bright, cheery comforts 
and never-ending cleanliness of my 
family home, I’m always faced with 
a horrid decision I’d rather avoid 
– what to take and what to leave 
behind. When I set off to Oxford in 
September, I realised I’d neglected to 
bring any socks or tights with me, 
but had, very usefully, remembered to 
bring my salad spinner… Forgetting 
socks and tights was easily rectified 
with a few weekly trips to Primark, 
however my concern when coming 
home for Christmas was which coat 
to bring. 

Unfortunately a four hour train ride 
didn’t allow for the transportation of 
the four coats I would ideally have 
brought, so a decision had to be made. 
A coat needs to be light enough to be 
able to fit a jumper underneath, but 
not so light that it starts to resemble 
a jacket; a mellow enough colour 
to be able to match the rest of your 
wardrobe, but not so boring that you 
end up resembling your great auntie; 
short enough that you don’t trip over 
it or end up resembling a billowing, 
swooshing Severus Snape. Personally, 
my favourite coats have always been 
quite simple (think Stella McCartney, 
Acne and the coats that businessmen 
on the tube are always wearing over 
their suits) but these are not very 
warm or waterproof – so I had to 
say goodbye to my grey and black 
versions. I have another navy blue 
coat that resembles a bruised teddy 
bear but only reaches below my hips 
and looks weird with midi skirts and 
dresses. In the end, I chose my brown 
faux fur coat - a very bad decision, 
almost entirely motivated by recently 
following Shrimps’ (a London based 
faux fur outerwear fashion brand) 
Instagram account. Faux fur is not in 
the least waterproof - this particular 
coat has no hood and smells very 
faintly of wet dog when I come in 
from the drizzle. 

A good coat is like magic; it can 
turn you into a completely different 
character. Sherlock Holmes? Little 
Red Riding Hood? Cruella de Vil? 
Where would they be without their 
coats? All these characters are easily 
imitable as well – a green rain mac, 
a red duffle coat, or a white fluffy 
coat and you’re away. If we bought 
coats for practical reasons then 
everyone would be walking around in 
waterproofs, but I don’t think I’ve ever 
bought a coat for practical reasons 
in my life. I don’t own a coat with a 
hood, yet I have coats that make me 
feel like a powerful businessman, and 
a teddy bear, respectively. Some may 
say I need to set my priorities straight. 
There was a beautiful, faux fur orange 
coat in the Topshop sale that I was 
sure was calling my name, but my 
mother talked me out of it eventually 
by pointing out that ‘wanting to feel 
like a glamorous sweet potato’ was 
not good enough grounds for parting 
with cash. 

I like to think there’s a perfect ‘glass-
slipper’ coat waiting out there for 
everyone, that will keep them warm 
and dry and transform them into all 
the personalities and characters they 
could ever wish for. I’m desperate to 
find mine so that when I go home for 
Christmas next year, I can avoid ‘eau 
de wet dog’ after the drizzle.
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Christmas Day was pretty balmy, 
but then as the New Year drew in, so 
did the biting temperatures. As we 
were prowling the streets of Oxford 
looking for street style inspiration, 
we realised that winter really does 
make people wear darker, more 
sombre colours. Our shoot this 
week was an attempt to counteract 
this and show winter clothes don’t 
have to be confined to black, grey 
and navy. Arguably winter is the 
best time to add a dash of powder 
blue or a splash of tangerine orange 
to your ensemble. This week I wax 
poetic on why I LOVE coats and 
the transformative powers they 
hold. When it hits you haven’t done 
any washing all term and it may not 
be socially acceptable to wear your 
favourite jumper for the fourth day 

in a row, the whole situation can 
easily be rectified by throwing over 
your favourite coat.  Flora Holmes 
also reminds us of the potential 
of colour, along with some other 
fashion resolutions for the New 
Year, as she provides fun inspiration 
for easy ways to change your 
shopping behaviour and reminds 
us that January doesn’t necessarily 
mean making a resolution to ‘get in 
shape’ (Rectangle? Trapezium?) or 
go teetotal. Claire Leibovich rolls 
with the winter theme and shares 
her passion for knitting, which is 
definitely no longer the domain 
of grandmas. #knittersofinstagram 
– need I say more? Trying to keep 
warm is a conundrum which 
Sherry Chen proves is experienced 
by many international students 
experiencing their first winter in 
the UK. We hope we can inspire 
to wear some great colours this 
January. Enjoy our first issue! 

The magic of a good coat

Alice Townson
Fashion Editor

Winter is definitely the cosiest season, 
the season when it becomes to com-
mon practice to snuggle up in a fluffy 
blanket and drink hot chocolate. Most 
importantly, we get to wear and/or 
make our favourite knitted clothes and 
accessories. Knitting can be a fun way 
to relax, practice a little bit of self-care, 
or procrastinate. However, it also has 
an incredible potential for creativity, 
as demonstrated by brands like Ryan 
Roche, &Daughter, and Coohem. 
Here is a list of cute and trendy knits 
that you can make yourself (or take 
the easy route and buy) in 2016:
Jumper: it simply had to be men-
tioned. Knitted jumpers are as intrinsic 
to winter as smoked glasses are to Karl 
Lagerfeld. From your dad’s oversized 
jumper to a beloved charity shop gem, 
a jumper is winter’s ultimate go-to gar-
ment! For the New Year, look out for 
beautiful ombré gradient colours as 
seen in Elie Tahari’s Fall 2015 ready-
to-wear collection. For those who are 
after something a bit more original, try 
the poncho! It was in all the shops last 
year and is still going strong in 2016. 

Tea cosy: that will brighten any 
stressful or gloomy winter afternoon 
in Oxford. They are really easy to 
make and you can let your imagina-
tion run wild with this one: colours, 
patterns, animal shapes and anything 
else you could ever dream up. There’s 
definite Instagram potential here. The 
prize for the most original design seen 
on Pinterest goes to a Yoda-shaped 
tea cosy. The possibilities are endless.
Knitted book cover: this is 
a really pretty alternative to the slip-
pery commercial covers or the ugly 
paper ones we make for ourselves 
(or is that just me?). The same can be 
done with E-books, Ipads or phones. 
Wrap up everything around you in the 
wintertime! You can find some gor-
geous patterns on the Internet with 
cute little pockets for writing items.
Knitted headband: this boho 
hair accessory is my absolute favourite 
for the winter. It is stylish, keeps your 
ears warm, and gives a sexy sweep to the 
hair. I love how adventurous knitting 
designers get with this deceptively un-
creative accessory: braids, bows, cross-
tie knit, button loops, pearls, mono-
grams. You can opt for flowers or leaves 
on your headband! Knitting patterns 

are easy to find on Google, and Missoni 
do a range of brightly coloured metallic 
crochet that means you can avoid the 
designer price tag and knit your own, 
how could you possibly say no to such 
a fabulous combination of adjectives? 
Snood: I always get frustrated 
with scarves. To me they always seem 
to be awkward lengths and I have 
not yet managed to tie one up nicely, 
and probably never will. The snood 
is the perfect scarf; it has all its ad-
vantages without its defects. You can 
also avoid hat hair by using a snood 
to keep your ears warm. Happy days. 

This a personal and very limited list 
of useful and fashionable knitted items 
you can make, buy or get the family-
knitting addict to make for you (here’s 
looking at you, Grandma). Writing 
this has actually made me realise what 
a great place the UK is for knit lovers: 
it offers an incredibly large and good-
quality choice of wool. Whereas in 
other countries young people tend to 
think that knitting is only for gran-
nies, the UK has a young and lively 
knitting community. Check out knit-
ting shop Loop for yarns, wool and 
super cool knitted items or @knit-
witknitwit and @knitables on Insta-
gram for never-ending inspiration.

Why knitting is your newest 
and most stylish hobby

Alice Townson
Fashion Editor

Claire Leibovich
Deputy Fashion Editor

New Year’s fashion resolutions
Flora Holmes
Deputy Editor
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Name Ja Amen KanwalName Yussef Robinson

Wrap me up for the freezing English New Year
The trials and tribulations of a Chinese girl trying to survive the bitter Oxford winter

Sherry Chen 
Fashion Editor 

Name Ollie Baker 

Street style: 0th week’s best dressed

We spotted Yussef walking down 
Cowley Road and we love his 
brightly coloured scarf bought 
from Monsieur Fox as he bright-
ens up his otherwise muted col-
ours. Yussef ’s coat and jacket 
layering combination that he 
purchased in Suit Supply and 
Lanieri is both stylish and warm. 

Tom caught our eye walking 
down New Inn Hall Street, near 
to St Peter’s. His black coat is 
practical and simple and he con-
tinues the monochrome colours 
in his shiny bright trainers. His 
cord shirt is a great way to stay 
warm plus it ’s a fabulous colour. 
Skinny jeans complete the look. 

We were stunned by this beauti-
ful and stylish lady’s amazing 
umbrella, when we passed her on 
Cornmarket because it matches 
perfectly with her scarf, hat and 
bag combination. Her green coat 
made her stand out against the 
mass of black and navy blue in 
the rest of the city centre.

We saw this lovely lady on Turl 
Street and then almost chased 
her up Ship Street because we 
were desperate to snap a pic-
ture. Her bright sun yellow coat, 
which she purchased from Helly 
Hanson in Alaska, is the perfect 
way to offset the rainy weather. 
We love it! 

New Inn Hall Street proves itself 
to be a great street style spot.
The pink hues in Ollie’s hair and 
jumper are like a match-made 
in heaven. The autumnal colour 
of his shirt is almost the same 
colour as the lady we spotted on 
Cornmarket. His dungarees are 
vintage Dickie’s workman wear. 

Having lived in Hong Kong for 
the past few years for my under-
graduate studies, I have entirely 
lost the ability to survive winter-
time. Waterproof jackets, faux fur 
coats, and thermal leggings-why 
would I ever need that stuff ? If 
summer means one shirt, win-
ter simply means two, right?

I did listen to warnings given 
by various friends and some-
how managed to squeeze a pair 
of gloves into my suitcase, but 
I don’t think I really took their 
advice to heart. “Come on,” 
I thought, “hats, scarves and 
gloves are no more than ‘acces-
sories’ for stylish people – you’d 
have to be really meticulous 
about how you present yourself 
to ‘go that far.’” I would love to 
look great every day, but pick-
ing a single dress to wear is hard 
enough; should I really spend 
more money on unnecessary stuff 
and spend more time trying to 
match the colours or styles? It 
transpires that the answer to this 
question was an emphatic YES. 

In late September I landed at 
Heathrow Airport, confident 
that I was pretty well prepared 
for the English weather, but the 

winter chill went straight down 
my spine the moment I exited the 
aeroplane. I realised that the ad-
vice I had thought to be unneces-
sary was actually essential to my 
survival in this new country. So 
instead of coming home looking 
like a White Walker from Game 
of Thrones every day, I decided 
it was time to arm myself from 
head to toe for the coming winter.

But looking stylish still had to 
be rule number 1. I am quite a 
petite girl and sometimes people 
still mistake me for a teenager, 
so I know it’s a safe bet to play 
it cute. When it comes to hats, I 
went straight for animal-shapes: 
cat, rabbit, panda, provided it 
works well with everything else 
I’m wearing. Picking a scarf was 
tougher, simply because I’m al-
ways stumped as to how you’re 
supposed to tie it, and it inevitably 
makes me look like I have trouble 
breathing. Perhaps neckerchiefs 
would be more to my liking? 
They are lightweight and shorter 
(or at least not long enough to 
trip me up) but not as warm as 
a good old-fashioned woollen 
scarf. By the time I got to gloves, 
my brain had been fried and I 
couldn’t take any more winter-
accessory related outfit conun-
drums. I dashed out of the store 
with a few dark suede options, 
hoping that no one would pay 
too close attention to my hands. 
After living in Oxford for two 
months, I felt much more con-
fident about my winter accesso-
ries. In my head, I was this lovely 
Asian girl wrapped up in cuteness 
with no fear of the cold weather.

But reality usually falls pretty 
short of the mark and my at-
tempt at being stylish while 
keeping warm was no exception. 
During the last week of Mich-
aelmas, I received a few gifts 
from my Secret Santas. Surpris-
ingly (or unsurprisingly because 
I’ve complained so much about 
the cold weather on Facebook) 
I had been given a perfect col-
lection of winter warmers: a hat 
that covers my ears, a scarf that 
reaches my ankles, and a pair 
of gloves with cosy fur inside. 

To be warm or not to be warm 
– it’s not even a question; it ’s es-
sential. The struggle has been 
long and hard for me, and I 
have a lot to learn about strik-
ing a balance between warmth 
and style in the years to come. Image: Yevgen Pogoryelov
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“I decided it was time to arm myself from head to toe for the coming winter.

Name anonymous Name Tom Wood
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